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Planning strengthens preparedness

District Emergency Operations Committee conducts pandemic yu exercise

What would happen if a yu virusfwith
pandemic proportionsfihit Douglas
County? How many people would be im-
pacted and infected? Would school buses
still run? Would there be enough teachers in
classrooms? How would the school district
provide uninterrupted student learning?
Could the district provide human services?

In an effort to be proactive, this week
Douglas County School District called its
Emergency Operations Committee (EOC)
together to consider these scenarios, discuss
possible solutions and develop a plan.

EOC would provide support to indi-
vidual schools, manage communication
and oversee district operations. It is set up
to consider all aspects of the school district
during an emergency, from overall executive
leadership and pnancial, legal and insurance
ramipcations, to student issues like student
release, learning, school closures and trans-
portation.

Representatives from Castle Rock Fire,
Tri-County Health Department and the U.S.
Department of Education Ofpce of Safe and
Drug Free Schools listened, watched and
weighed in with advice as EOC team mem-
bers worked through multiple pandemic yu

scenarios. The exercise included having
team members determine when and how
schools would shut down, how schools
would be disinfected, and how the district
would provide resources to students, staff
and the community.

“Getting this team together and working
through scenarios is a learning experience,”
says Executive Director of Support Services
Larry Borland. He adds “experts in this
room helped make our Pandemic/Epidemic
Incident and Action Plan stronger by identi-
fying gaps and working toward solutions.”

Information in the United States Pandemic
Health and Human Services plan shows that
25 percent of the overall population could
become sick as a result of a pandemic yu.
The document also says that in an average
community a pandemic outbreak could last
6-8 weeks, with two disease waves likely.

Experts urge good health habitsifcover-
ing your mouth when you cough, keeping
hands washed and sanitized, staying at
home when sickifito avoid spreading germs.

In DCSD, planning is everythingfplan-
ning classroom time, planning workdays,
and planning construction. Planning for cri-
Sis response is no exception.

Volunteers give much more than time

It’s the time of year when giving is in
the spotlight. During the holidays, people in
all walks of life are encouraged to serve
their community, whether those communi-
ties are local, national or international. But,
throughout the year, many feel compelled to
volunteer and give back to organizations
they feel passionate about. Douglas County
School District (DCSD) is extremely fortu-
nate to benept from some of this remarkable
work.

DCSD boasts more than 16,000 dedi-
cated volunteers who give their time and
energies to its schools all year long.
Volunteers have provided a staggering
475,000 hours building relationships, sup-
porting the work of school district teachers
and staff and, most importantly, positively
impacting students and their learning.

One such volunteer, Joan Micale, was
recently honored by the district’s Board of
Education and the Colorado Association of
Partners in Education as the 2006 Volunteer
of the Year Award in Congressional District
6. Micale spends most of her time at Rocky

Heights Middle School and Rock Canyon
High School. She organized the prst Career
Day for these schools in 2004, and coordi-
nated the event for the two following years.
Micale puts in time with school art fairs,
After Prom, parents in crisis, special needs
classrooms and teacher appreciation events.
She is a lifelong volunteer who found her
niche at these two schools, volunteering
more than 900 hours last year alone. Like
S0 many other volunteers, Micale has un-
doubtedly touched the lives of hundreds, if
not thousands, of Douglas County students.
“Volunteering at the middle and high
schools allows me to get to know the teach-
ers and students on a more personal level.
Too often we just hear the complaints. |
have found we have awesome teachers and
students in Douglas County!” says Micale.
Douglas County School District is
grateful and proud to have so many passion-
ate people serving our school community.
Your time and efforts are invaluable! The
district appreciates you and thanks you!

Accepting nominations

The Metropolitan Mayors and
Commissioners Youth Awards committee
is seeking nominations for teens ages 13-

19 who have overcome difpcult situations
and have made contributions to the lives

of others. This award recognizes and sup-
ports young people who have made positive
changes and exhibited strength and determi-
nation in the face of adversity.

If you know a young person who is
deserving of this award, please complete a
nomination form, print, sign and send it to
the address on the form. An electronic ver-
sion of the nomination form can be found
on the Douglas County website at www.
douglas.co.us. The deadline for nominations
is January 12, 2007.

Save the date

Join hundreds of
walkers on Sunday,
January 14 for the MLK
Unity Walk, which
starts at 2 p.m. at Fox
Creek Elementary, 6585
Collegiate Dr., and ends
at Highlands Ranch High (@Y RVl
School, 9375 S. Cresthill One Action
Lane.

A short program will be held at the
high school following the walk, after which
refreshments will be provided. Parking and
shuttle buses will be available beginning at
12:30 p.m. to take walkers from the high
school to Fox Creek. Prizes will be awarded
to the school with the most participants.

BoARD OF EDUCATION
MEETING PREVIEW

The next Board of Education meeting
will be held on Tuesday, December 19, be-
ginning at 7 p.m., in the third-yoor Board
Room of the Administration Building (620
Wilcox St.) in Castle Rock.

Board members will decide on bound-
aries for elementary schools #42 and #43,
and site selections for elementary schools
#44 and #45. Awards of contract include
architectural agreements for elementary
schools #44 and #45, lobbyist services and
negotiation services. The Board will also
make decisions regarding an easement for
Elementary #42, ratipcation of Town of
Parker irrigation water tap fees for High
School #9 and an exception to Policy DFA/
DFAA, which covers investment revenues
and use of surplus funds.

Keeping the
Dream
Alive




2007-2008 kindergarten registration dates

Please be sure to bring the following to registration: your child’s current immuni-
zation records, birth certipcate and proof of residency in Douglas County. This may
be in the form of a signed lease, building contract or purchase contract.

Arrowwood........c.cceveverienennnn, 1/23, 7:30 a.m.-2 p.m. & 1/24, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
ACres Green .......c.ccceveervenennen, 1/12, 7 a.m.-6 p.m.
Bear Canyon...........cccocevveienas existing families 1/10 & 1/11, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m;
new families 1/16 & 1/17, 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Buffalo Ridge.........ccccoceevnenee existing families 1/9, 8:30-3:30 p.m.;
new families 1/10 & 1/11, 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Castle RocK.......cocevveeiiennenn, 1/29 & 2/2,9:30 a.m.-3 p.m.; 1/31, 9:30 a.m.-7 p.m.; 2/3, 9 a.m.-1 p.m
Cherokee Trail .......cccooevernen. 1/11, 4-7 p.m.
Cherry Valley.......ccccooevevnen. 1/23 & 1/24, 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
Copper Mesa.........cccoovevennenn. 1/9, 7 a.m.-3 p.m. & 1/10 12 p.m.-7 p.m.
Cougar RUN......ccoevevicine, existing families 1/23, 4:15-7:15 p.m,;
new families 1/30, 4:15-7:15 p.m.
Coyote Creek .......ccoeeereeeene. parent information meeting 1/16, 6:30 pm.;

registration 1/17, 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; 1/18, 7:30 a.m.-6 p.m;
1/19 7:15 a.m.-3 p.m.

Eagle Ridge.......cccocvovieninnnne 1/8 & 1/10, 8 a.m.-3 p.m.; 1/9, 8 a.m.-6 p.m.
Eldorado.......ccccoeevvviirevineee 1/19, 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Flagstone........ccoceovievicinnnns 1/16-1/26, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
FOX Creek.....oouvevveveiiieciinene, 1/22-1/26, 10 a.m.-2 p.m;
1/23, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. & 5-7 p.m.
Franktown ........c.ccoeevieiienns 1/8 & 1/11, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Frontier Valley ............cccce.u. 1/23 & 1/25, 4-7 p.m.; 1/24, 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Heritage.........coovevvvrieiininns 1/9 & 1/10, 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
Iron HOISE .vvvevvecciiieeci, 1/10, 8 a.m.-6 p.m. & 1/11, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
LarkSpur........coeeevencceininnenns 1/22-1/26, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.
Legacy Point ........ccccoeeinenne 1/23 & 1/26, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; 1/24, 8 am.-7 p.m,;
1/25, 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
Meadow View ..........ccceevevennne current families 1/12, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.;
new families 1/16, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., 1/17, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Mountain VIiew .........c..ccoeev... 1/23, 1/24 & 1/26, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.; 1/25, 9 a.m.-7 p.m.
Northridge........occovvrvciinnnnns 1/11, 7:30 a.m.-6 p.m.
Pine Grove & Elem. #42........ 1/11, 4-7 p.m.
Pine Lane .....ccocovvvevvieevinenee, current families 1/16 & 1/17, 8 a.m.-3 p.m.; new families 1/23 &
1/24, 8 a.m.-3 p.m.; ESL 1/18 by appointment
PiONEer......ccovveveiiiiicee 1/24 & 1/25, 8 am.-4 p.m.
Prairie Crossing ..........ccccoce... 1/11, 4-7 p.m.
RedStone........ccoeveveevviiiriienee, 1/13,9 a.m.-12 p.m.
Rock Ridge.........coccovvvvicnnn 1/24-1/26, 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Roxborough.........ccccoveviinnae 1/9, 7 a.m.-12 p.m.; 1/10, 12-7 p.m.
Saddle Ranch & Elem. #43....1/17, 7 a.m.-7 p.m.; 1/18, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Sand CreeK...oooeveceeeicieceine 1/25 & 1/26, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Sedalia.....ccoeieviieeiie e 1/8-1/12, 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; 1/16-1/19, 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Soaring Hawk .........cccccceeeee. 1/23 & 1/24, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; 1/25, 8:30 a.m.-7 p.m.
SOULN ., 1/29-1/31, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
SUMMIt VIEW oo current families 1/16 & 17, 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.;
new families 1/23 & 1/24, 9:30 am.-2:30 p.m.
Timber Trail.....ccoovvveiien, current families 1/16, 9 a.m.-3 p.m,;
new families 1/17 & 1/18, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Trailblazer.......cocooeevevcnennen. 1/10, 7 a.m.-1 p.m. & 1/11, 1-7 p.m..
Wildcat.......ooovveeeiciiciiieeee, 1/ 2-1/10, 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
Elem. #49 .....cccoovviiiiiiiine, 12/1-12/15, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., Lone Tree Library
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Spotlight

« Pioneer Elementary Principal Tim Krabacher

will need a winter hat now that his hair is
gone. In a challenge issued by Krabacher,
students earned enough “Pack Tickets” in the
school’s Positive Behavior Support program
to watch his lovely locks fall to the yoor at an
all-school assembly. Pack Tickets are given to
students who exemplify the school’s motto of
“being in the right place, at the right time, do-
ing the right thing.”

Last week, Jon Musso, a senior at Rock
Canyon High School, received the IBM/Bron-
cos High School Hero of the Week award. This
award is presented to students who excel in
activities and academics. Musso was also this
year’s Player of the Year in the Central Metro
Football League.

Students in Stephanie Meurer’s 7th-grade
Discovery language arts class at Sagewood
Middle School were the top three winners

in Castle Rock’s VFW Post 10578 Patriot’s
Pen writing contest. Taylor Goodrich took
prst place, Nicole Page came in second, and
Levi Cortright captured third. Each year, the
Post sponsors a writing contest for students in
grades 6-8 that gives them the opportunity to
write a 300-400 word essay expressing their
views on democracy. This year’s theme was
“Citizenship in America.”

Eldorado Elementary students and staff
immersed themselves in reading events last
month to promote and encourage a love of
reading. Events such as Goodies for Guard-
ians, choir performances and family night
gave everyone an opportunity to contribute to
the library’s book collection. John Denver’s
Memorial Peace Cloth was on display after
traveling to countries like Australia and South
Africa.

Sedalia Elementary students wrote and
presented a two-minute newscast for Super
School News, a program sponsored by Rocky
Mountain PBS. Sixth-graders Ashley Klos
and David Guitierrez served as news anchors,
while Madison Schmidt, Laura Keeler,
Reece Abla and Ryan Masterson shared
stories about Sedalia Elementary and its com-
munity as news reporters. This program will
air pve to six times statewide on Rocky Moun-
tain PBS television over a one-week period.
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